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and belt pieces of Lignum fojfile he had feen^ Having (I fay) taken a 
fmall piece of this Wood, and examin’d it, I found it to burn in the open 
Air almoft like other Wood, and indeed of a refinous fmoak or fume, 
it yielded a very bituminous one, fmelling much of that kind of fent : But 
that which I chiefly took notice of, was, that cutting off a fmall piece of 
it, about the bignefs of my Thumb, and charring it in a Crucible with 
Sand, after the manner I above preferib’d, I found it infinitely to abound 
with the fmaller fort of pores, fo extreme thick, and fo regularly perfo- 
rating the fubftance of it long- ways, that breaking it oft' a-crofs, I found 
it to look very like an Honey-comb ^ but as for any of the fecond,or 
bigger kind of pores, I could not find that it had any , fo that it leans, 
whatever were the caule of its production, it was not without thole 
imall kind of pores which we have onely hitherto found in Vegetable bo- 
dies : and comparing them with the pores which I have found in the Char- 
coals that I by this means made of feveral other kinds of Wood, I find it 
relemble none lb much as thole of Firr, to which it is not much unlike in 
grain alio, and feveral other proprieties. 

And therefore, what ever is by fome, who have written of it, and parti- 
cularly by Francifco StelJuto, who wrote a Treatife in Italian of thatSub- 
jeft, which was Printed at Rome, 1637. affirm’d that it is a certain kind of 
Clay or Earth, which in traft of time is turn’d into Wood,I rather fufpeft 
the quite contrary, that it was at firft: certain great Trees ot Fir or Pine, 
which by lome Earthquake, or other cafualty, came to be buried under 
the Earth, and was thereafter a long time’s refidence(according to the fe- 
veral natures of the encompafling adjacent parts)either rotted and turn d 
into a kind of Clay, or petrify’ d and turn d into a kind of Stone, or ellc 
had its pores fill’d with certain Mineral juices, which being ftayd in them, 
and in traft of time coagulated, appear d, upon cleaving out, like Imall 
Metaline Wires, or elle from fome flames or lcorching forms that are the 
occafion oftentimes, and ufoally accompanyEarthquakes, might be blafted 
and turn’d into Coal, or elfe from certain jkbterraneous files which are 
affirm’d by that Authour to abound much about thole paits (namely, in 
a Province of Italy , call’d Umbria , now the Dutchie of Spoletto. , in the 
Territory of Todi, anciently call’d Tudor^ud between thetvvo Villages of 
Collefecco and Rofaro not fardiftant from the high-way leading to Rome, 
Where it is found in greater quantity then elfewhere)areby realon of their 
being encompaffed with Earth, and fo kept c ofe from the dillolving Air, 
chart’d and converted into Coal. It would be too long a work to de- 
feribe the feveral kinds of pores which I met vvithall, and Dy this means 
difeovered in feveral other Vegetable bodies 5 nor is it my prefent de ign 
to expatiate upon Infances of the fame kind, but rathet to give a Spe- 
cimen of as many kinds as I have had opportunity as yet of obfeivmg. 

Lying the profccution and enlarging on particulars tdl a more to op- 

pommity ; and in profccution of this defign, I (hall here add: 

Qbferv, 
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